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time and are therefore easily killed. The boa constrictor
is also occasionally met with. Not far from here there
are also tigers, bears and elephants. Most of the people
are armed with guns in this neighbourhood, so that these
animals keep at a respectful distance, but a little further
in the interior we are told that people never go out without
taking a sort of hatchet with which to defend themselves
in case they should meet with bears.
" However, our interest centres not in the beautiful scenery
and trees, but in the human beings who inhabit this
Paradise. Here too we find the hell of sin in their hearts,
although outside there is everything to draw them nearer
to God. However, we have been having some grand times
among them. Many are saved and give a clear bold testi-
mony. Others are still hesitating, but the fire spreads and
we are having constant invitations from other places.
"A party of Buddhists are walking along the road. We
overtake them and urge them to get ' Gelavima/ They
decline, and as we walk on we hear one of them say,' The
days of man are one hundred and twenty years. If a man
lives in sin for sixty years, theii if he performs works of
merit for the remaining sixty, the good works will counter-
balance the bad ones. Then instead of being sent to hell,
or doomed to pass through many existences as an animal,
he will obtain the bliss of " nirvan" and will cease to exist/
He did not explain what would be the case if the man
died before reaching his one hundred and twentieth year.
Still this was a rather more comfortable idea than that of
another Buddhist, who said to us plainly, that there is no
forgiveness of sin. For every sin that a man commits he
must be punished. God cannot possibly forgive. He
must continue to receive the punishment of his sins till
the term of punishment is exhausted.
'"There is no God!' This is commonly alleged by
Buddhists in Ceylon. ' Where is God ?' said a Buddhist
the other day. * I cannot see Him. I do not believe
He exists. Jt's all a fable/
" * Gelavun Karaya' is the name by which we are best
known among the Buddhists in the South. It means
simply ' Saviours/ Sometimes they call us * Hamadru,
a title of respect which they only give to their own priests/'